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15 RULES  
 OF COMBATANTS’
 BEHAVIOR
During the conflict, fighters must adhere  
to the rules of warfare established by the law  
of armed conflict (LOAC).

C O D E  O F  W A R R I O R S  O F  L I G H T



These rules set boundaries that cannot be violated by the parties to 
the conflict in order to minimize impact on the civilian population 
and civilian objects.

LOAC protects those who do not (or no longer) take part in hostilities 
and limits the means and methods of war.

Adherence to the norms of LOAC is a sign of a civilized society and 
is critically important for the protection of the civilian population, as 
well as for maintaining the reputation and authority of the state and 
its armed forces.

C O D E  O F  W A R R I O R S  O F  L I G H T



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not attack civilians, civilian 
property or civilian public buildings.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not launch any attack if civilian  
collateral damage is expected to be greater than 

the military advantage.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Take the necessary precautions to protect 
civilians before and during attacks.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not use prohibited weapons  
(chemical, biological, weapons  
of indiscriminate action, APMs).



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Collect and care for the wounded and dead, 
whether friend or enemy.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Respect the rights of prisoners and all other people under 
your control and treat them humanely. Do not commit 

summary executions.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not take hostages  
or use human shields.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not displace civilians, unless necessary for their 
own safety or for imperative military reasons.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Respect civilian property.  
Do not loot or steal.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Respect women. Do not commit or permit 
rape or sexual abuse against anyone.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Do not permit involvement of children into any 
military activity and do not let them to military 

objects for their safety.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Respect medical personnel, hospitals and ambulances.  
Do not commit perfidy nor misuse protective  

symbols such as the Red Cross.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Allow impartial humanitarian  
relief for civilians in need.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Put these rules into practice. Respect them even  
if the enemy does not. Abstain from reprisals which are  

in violation of the law of armed conflict.



OF WARRIORS OF LIGHT 

Prevent violations of these rules.  
If violations occur, report to your commander.  
Violations must be investigated and sanctioned.



Law of armed conflict (LOAC) protects persons affected by armed conflicts. LOAC sets norms and rules 
for the conduct of war to reduce suffering of the civilian population, military personnel, prisoners of war 
and other persons who remain under special protection (medical, spiritual personnel and humanitarian 
workers). 

Law of armed conflict establishes the following general principles:

Principle of distinction: establishes the obligation to distinguish between civilians 
and combatants, and between civilian objects and military objects during armed 
conflicts. Attacking civilians and facilities such as schools, medical facilities and 
churches is prohibited.

Principle of proportionality: the specific military advantage gained in a military 
operation must be greater than the damage caused to civilians and objects; only 
weapons capable of distinguishing between civilians and military can be used in 
battle.

Prohibition of the use of chemical, biological, nuclear weapons, as well as 
weapons that cause excessive suffering or disproportionate harm, and prohibited 
methods of warfare.

Protection of medical, spiritual staff and humanitarian workers.




