
English

Protection of Education 

– Key Rules



1 Respect and protect children.



Children are entitled to special protection.



2 Respect the civilian nature of 

schools and universities. 



Schools and universities are protected 

from attack as civilian objects.



3 Do not attack or threaten to attack 

schools, universities, children, 

students, or teachers.



Attacks on education put children at risk and 

cause severe and long-lasting harm to children, 

students, teachers and communities. 



4 Take measures to ensure that 

education is not interrupted.



Do not interfere with education. Attacks on 

education lead to the interruption of education. 

Access to education is undermined because 

children, students or teachers fear for their safety.



5 Do not occupy or otherwise use schools 

and universities in support of your 

military effort, including while they are 
temporarily closed. 



If you do, children and students are at 

risk. Schools and universities may lose 

their protection from attack. 



6 Do not occupy or otherwise use abandoned 

or evacuated schools and universities in 

support of your military effort.



Unless there is no viable alternative that can 

give you the same military advantage. Stay for 

the shortest period of time possible.



7 Do not destroy schools and universities 

to prevent the enemy from using them.



Schools and universities, including 

when abandoned or evacuated, are 

normally civilian objects.



8 If a school or university has lost protection 

from attack, do not attack without 

considering all feasible alternative 

measures and providing a warning.



Before any attack, consider the 

special protection children are 

entitled to and the long-term negative 

effect on access to education.



9 Do not use fighters to guard 
schools and universities unless 

no other security option exists. 



If you place fighters within the grounds of 
schools and universities, the civilian nature of 

schools and universities may be compromised 

and the learning environment is disrupted.



10 Do not leave behind any sign of militarization  

when withdrawing from a school. Remove 

all munitions, weapons or unexploded 

ordonnances and repair damage. 



Conduct a risk assessment to ensure that the 

premises are safe for education to restart.



11 Establish a monitoring system to identify 

schools at risk and record incidents.



Coordinate with external stakeholders to 

mitigate risks of attacks.



12 Put these rules into practice.





13 In accordance with 

international standards : 



violations must be investigated 

and sanctioned.



Geneva Call 

In situations of armed conflict, Geneva Call, as a neutral, impar-

tial and independent international humanitarian organization, 
endeavours to strengthen the respect of humanitarian norms and 
principles by armed groups and de facto authorities, in order to 
improve the protection of civilians. 

Note

The purpose of this booklet is to improve understanding of inter- 
national humanitarian norms. The booklet should not be interpreted 
to promote violent behaviour or the use of force. 

This booklet serves as guidance to leaders and fighters of armed 
groups and de facto authorities on how to protect education in 
armed conflict. The content is based on the Safe Schools Declaration 
and the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from 
Military Use during Armed Conflict.



The Deed of Commitment 

The Deed of Commitment is a tool that Geneva Call has developed 
to secure humanitarian commitments from armed groups and 
de  facto authorities. It is a standardized unilateral declaration 
which is signed by the political and military leadership of armed 
groups and de facto authorities and countersigned by Geneva Call 

(as the witness) and the Government of the Republic and Canton 
of Geneva (as the custodian). All the Deeds of Commitment mirror 

international standards on specific thematics and include both 
negative and positive obligations. Incorporated within the Deeds 

is a specific provision allowing Geneva Call to monitor compliance.

To date, five Deeds of Commitment have been developed: 

• The Deed of Commitment for Adherence to a Total Ban on 
Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation in Mine Action 

• The Deed of Commitment for the Protection of 

Children from the Effects of Armed Conflict  

• The Deed of Commitment for the Prohibition of Sexual 
Violence in Situations of Armed Conflict and towards 
the Elimination of Gender Discrimination  

• The Deed of Commitment for the Protection 

of Health Care in Armed Conflict

• The Deed of Commitment for the Prevention of Starvation 
and Addressing Conflict-related Food Insecurity

Geneva Call supports and monitors the implementation of the Deeds 

of Commitment by signatory armed groups and de facto authorities. 

International Humanitarian Law

International Humanitarian Law is a set of rules that seek, for 
humanitarian reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict. It 
protects persons who are not or are no longer participating in the 
hostilities and restricts the means and methods of warfare.
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