PROTECTING
CHILDREN AND
EDUCATION IN YEMEN







ALSAHEL, YEMEN
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ANOTHER SCHOOL
TURNED INTO A MLITARY
BASE, THEYRE RECRUITING
CHLDREN, EVEN THE YOUNG
ONE Nowm THE ONBS
WHO HAVE
NOTHING LEFT,
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AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE,
WE WERE PLAYING
- FOOTBAW iN
THE STREET,

_/” Vs, | WORRY FOR THE
CHILDREN, EVEN SCHOOLS ARE
NO LONGER SAFE HAVENS, /







\ 1 AHMED?
ALSALAM U How ARE you?
AUKoN, 1] e il

AN ARMED
GROUP
TOOK OVER
THE SCHOOL FOR
MILITARY PURPOSES
THEY STARTED
RECRUITING CHILDREN
WiTH PROMISES
OF MONEY




WHLE THE SCHOOL i3 FUNCTIONING, THE PRESENCE OF A
MILITARY CHECKPOINT HAS CREATED FEAR AMONG THE CHILDREN, /

SOME TEACHERS FLED, THE SCHOOL
HAS BEEN SHUT DOWN EVER SINCE,

YOUR NEPHEW,,
MY SON,, WALID,, HE VANISHED
WITH THEM, HE'S ONLY 44,

HE WENT OUT TO GET BREAD,,
AND NEVER CAME BACK, THEY SAY
HE'S "DEFENDING THE VILLAGE
BUT IN TRUTH THEY'RE USING HIM
TO SUPPORT THEIR MILITARY
OPERATIONS,

THAT'S WHY | BROUGHT
SAMIRA HERE, TO TAKE
REFUGE AND JOIN HER
COVSIN'G ScHoO,
SHE MOST CONTINVE
HER EDUCATION, IT'S ViTAL
FOR HER FUTURE,




WAIT,,,
YOUR. SON IS HOME?
HE'S NoT

OHHH, KHALED, Ny COUSiN/
ir's go Goop
TO SEE YOu AGAIN/

You KNOW, AHMED,,, 'S NOT EASY HERE EITHER,
SURE, WE'RE LESS EXPOSED THAN YOu, BUT WE'RE STiLL
FACING SERIOUS CHALLENGES, .

[ | oNDERSTAND,
SALEH,,




BACK HOME, OUR SCHOOL
SiTS IN ASTRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT
AREA IT'S NOW FuLLY OCCUPIED AND
BEING USED AS A CHECKPOINT,
AND THE LANDMINES,, THERE HAVE
BEEN MORE INJURIES
% N RECENT WEEKS,
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ARMED

GROVPS
ARE EXPANDING
THEIR CONTROL
DAY BY DAY,

M TROLY
AFRAID

THeYW
REACH OUR
=il VILAGE NEXT,
P AND,,
& e @ = ] SAW

WALID,




—

HE DIDN'T LOOK LIKE HIMSELF ANYMORE, HIS EYES HAD CHANGED,

ARMED,,,




He HARDEST PART IS Y| |
THAT SoME PARENTS )|

BECAUSE
THEY HAVE

NOTHING LEFT
TO OFFER,

NO BREAD,

SOME KIDS HAVE TO BEG
IN THE STREETS JUST
TO HELP THEIR FAMILIES SURVIVE INSTEAD

OF GOING TO ScHool, AND STill, A
WE ALL KNOW HOW IMPORTANT &cHool




AND MORE THAN ANYTHING, You TWO
NEED TO GROW UP FULLY AWARE
OF Tm NSKS.W g 1]

LEARN TO SEE THE TRAP,
THINK DIFFERENTLY, AND
WE MUST MAKE SPACE FOR Yo,
WE MUST PROTECT You,
SUPPORT You!/

i SAW
A GROWP OF kiDS
PAINTING THE ScHoOL
WALLS, WITH PARENTS
AND TEACHERS,
LET'S JOIN THEM/
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ALSAHEL STARTS TO REBUILD,




WE RESPECTFULLY ASK THAT You
RELOCATE YOUR CHECKPOINT AWAY
FROM THE SCHOOL, SO THAT THE
CHILDREN AND OUR COMMUNITY CAN
FEEL SAFE AGAIN,

/ WE'LL MAKE IT CLEAR: RECRUITING
CHILDREN iS NOT ACCEPTABLE/




EDUCATION
i3 NOT
A THREAT,
ir's A
RIGHT,
fr's e
FOUNDATION
OF OUR
FuTURE
AND
YOURS
TooO,

w» |

AS LONG AS WE CAN,

WE'LL KEEP ADVOCATING
EVERYWHERE FOR EVERY CHILD,
GiRL AND BOY,,

CHILDREN DESERVE A CHANCE
TO LEARN DREAM,
AND BUILD A FUTURE,

RECRUITING A CHiLD ie

N\ STEALING THEIR FUTURE,
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PROTECTING THEM MEANS
REBUILDING THE SCHOOL AND

ENSURING CHILDREN HAVE
ACCESS TO EDUCATION/
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m AND SO SAMIRA AND KHALED
WENT BACK TO SCHOOL,
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WHO IS A CHILD?

“a child means every human being below the age of eighteen
years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is
attained earlier.” (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 1)

Children are entitled to special protection: «Under international humanitarian law, children
are entitled to special respect and protection. They shall receive the care and aid they
require. In particular, they shall receive an education. (Customary International
Humanitarian Law rule 135, Additional Protocol Il to the Geneva Conventions Article 4(3)).

Child recruitment: The recruitment and use of children by parties to the conflict is a grave
violation of child rights and international humanitarian law.

“A ‘child associated with an armed force or armed group’ refers to any person below

18 years of age who is or who has been recruited or used by an armed force or armed group
in any capacity, including but not limited to children, boys and girls, used as fighters, cooks,
porters, messengers, spies or for sexual purposes. It does not only refer to a child who

is taking or has taken a direct part in hostilities.” (Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children
Associated with Armed Forces or Armed Groups, February 2007)

PROTECTING SCHOOLS FROM ATTACK AND ENSURING ACCESS TO EDUCATION:

Schools and universities are civilian objects and are protected from attacks
under international humanitarian law.

Attacks on education put children at risk and cause severe and long-lasting harm
to children, students, teachers and communities.
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&} PROTECTING
~ ¥ CHILDREN AND
EDUCATION IN YEMEN

THE SAFE SCHOOLS DECLARATION

An intergovernmental political commitment to protect
students, teachers, schools and universities from the worst
effects of armed conflict:

{

Every boy and girl has the right to an education without fear
of violence or attack.

}

Every teacher, professor and school administrator should be able to teach
and research in conditions of safety, security and dignity.

}

Every school should be a protected space for students to learn and fulfil
their potential, even during war.

—3»= Every university should be a safe place for students and academics and to
foster critical and independent thinking and to harness knowledge.

In situations of armed conflict, Geneva Call, as a neutral,

impartial and independent international humanitarian organisation
endeavours to strengthen the respect of humanitarian norms

and principles by armed groups and de facto authorities in order

to improve the protection of civilians.

GENEVA CALL
47 chemin de la Chevillarde - CH-1224 Chéne-Bougeries - Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevacall.org - facebook/appel.de.geneve - twitter/genevacall




