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Cultural property is physical items of great importance to the cultural heritage 
of people. They include historic monuments, places of worship, archaeo-

logical sites, museums, libraries, archives, works of art and antiquities.
.
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Respect cultural property. The emblem of the blue shield may be used 
to mark cultural property. Even if not marked by the blue shield emblem,  

 cultural property remains protected from attack.
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    Do not attack or destroy cultural property. Only attack if it is absolutely 
 necessary and there is no other way to achieve your military goal. 
  Take all precautions to minimize damage.
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4 Do not put cultural property at risk. Do not set up military forces or milita-
ry equipment near cultural property.



Do not use cultural property for any 
military purpose. 

If you do, cultural property will lose its 
protection from attack.
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6 If the enemy uses cultural property for military purposes, consider all other  
   options before attacking.



  Do not damage, vandalize, loot or steal cultural property.7 



8 Protect cultural property from the 
effects of armed conflict. Work with 
authorities and/or cultural heritage 

professionals to:

- Remove objects from the vicinity of 
military objectives

- Provide on site protection



 Intentional destruction of cultural property may be a war crime.9



10 Respect the blue shield emblem. Do not misuse it.



   Put these rules into practice.11



12 Violations must be investigated and sanctioned in accordance with 
   international standards.



Cooperate with Geneva Call to monitor respect of these rules.13



Geneva Call

Geneva Call is a neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian orga-
nization working to improve the protection of civilians in armed conflict. 
The organization strengthens the respect for the law of armed conflict 
by armed non-State actors and supports local communities in their ef-
forts to improve their own protection. 

Note

This booklet serves as guidance to leaders and fighters of armed non-
State actors on how to ensure the protection of cultural property in 
armed conflict. Their content is based on international humanitarian 
law. 

The purpose of this booklet is towards improving understanding of in-
ternational humanitarian law. The booklet should not be interpreted 
to promote violent behaviour or the use of force.

The internationally recognized emblem of the blue shield 
may mark cultural property. The blue shield may also be 
used as a means of identification of the personnel engaged 
in the protection of cultural property.

While all cultural property is protected, select categories of cultural 
property benefit from supplementary protection: special protection 
or enhanced protection.

Cultural property under special protection is entered on the 
International Register of Cultural Property under Special 
Protection pursuant to the 1954 Hague Convention.

Cultural property under enhanced protection is entered on 
the List of Cultural Property under Enhanced Protection 
pursuant to the 1999 Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
Event of an Armed Conflict.

The Deed of Commitment

Geneva Call has developed a formal document known as the Deed of 
Commitment that gives armed non-State actors the opportunity to 
undertake to respect international humanitarian norms. To date, four 
documents have been developed:

• The Deed of Commitment for Adherence to a Total Ban  
on Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation in Mine Action

• The Deed of Commitment for the Protection of Children  
from the Effects of Armed Conflict 

• The Deed of Commitment for the Prohibition of Sexual Violence in 
Situations of Armed Conflict and towards the Elimination  
of Gender Discrimination 

• The Deed of Commitment for the Protection of Health Care in 
Armed Conflict

Geneva Call supports and monitors the implementation of the 
Deeds of Commitment by signatory armed non-State actors.

International Humanitarian Law

International Humanitarian Law is a set of rules which seek, for 
humanitarian reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict. It  
protects persons who are not or are no longer participating in the 
hostilities and restricts the means and methods of warfare.

Geneva Call seeks to build armed non-State actors’ knowledge of 
broad International humanitarian norms, and their capacities to im-
plement them.

Geneva Call provides training and technical advice to armed non-
State actors on how to incorporate these rules into their policies, 
codes of conduct and other internal regulations. 




